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Correction 

The link to the Santa Fe New Mexican article apparently was corrupted and 

would not open. That has been fixed. You can click on that link below in the 

article. 

 

 

Trump Rule Threatens New Mexico Waters 

https://u3654925.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=MBhxFQYVAtZenRdocIXF63BGFY1-2Fko5F7tD9Aq4sWlEPMZBckVTSCz3kb9oYom5CMBIfx5sibPW-2B8-2FhkPC90AQ-3D-3D_dFuWpRz0j-2FdFbeSpXFgXjlnzgXtgT29V163UnrTU19rfDak02MTx5MmwnUPlgkkbu1u-2Fbyq1Zy2y968bgHS6gG35Vy61hx1fxewor2GCYTaP7LjLCM0gp2oTC-2BTplr7NI2l5NFotJKL42SZnL1AdHA6KEJj1hqanY9L19WoBowUSYOoOO3Mt6uwNalvL7qocoOck6HCji3OTnvUANpedjF9OWqYIJGs4er1JwtGrSPkcZgv5a6u6ltPoOA3oQJVtJ18PIyrHircTmQ-2BOiktYz8gWjv2gp3d-2Bys2Zid2XmS-2BJkW8hUGx-2FdCAwob4kMl3nB1RLCxdxMPM5BScttytNN6XPjyCkYmBwPeq0VI9rXlxH3pUQaXJuRiSH-2F6K8ZDG2Nkp1oOhus15ikntlryafXh-2FsFwpbx5U6m-2FtzLw-2FmHIw-3D


 

A pipe discharges into a stream in New Mexico; photo: NM Environment Department 

The Trump Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Army Corps of 

Engineers have released the anticipated change to the rule that defines what 

waters are protected by the federal Clean Water Act. The revised “Waters of 

the United States” (WOTUS) rule will exclude from protection all “ephemeral” 

bodies of water that flow with variable volume and sometimes go dry. 

These changes will be devastating for New Mexico! 

Because of our highly variable snow-pack melts and occasional bursts of rain, 

New Mexico is rich in ephemeral flows. These include precious wetlands, 



streams and small rivers – including the Santa Fe, Gallinas, San Fernando, and 

Tijeras. Many streams and wetlands on Tribal lands would also lose Clean 

Water Act protections. 

Unlike federal rollbacks in areas of environmental protection that affect other 

natural resources, our vulnerable waters do not have any state protections to 

fall back on. New Mexico is one of just three states that does not have 

delegated authority from the EPA to regulate our waters. 

We rely on the EPA to protect our surface waters. But the revised rule does 

not meet the mandate of the Clean Water Act to protect the interests of the 

public who rely on clean water for drinking, agriculture, recreation, and 

simple aesthetics. 

In September, the Law Center, with our client Amigos Bravos, submitted 

comments on the proposed change that outline the risks to New Mexico waters 

if the rule went through. The final rule is somewhat different from the 

proposed rule and we will review it closely. We and our clients have the option 

to challenge the ruling in federal District Court. 

The Santa Fe New Mexican has a good article, with quotes from Rachel Conn, 

Projects Director for Amigos Bravos, our client in the WOTUS case, and from 

Charles de Saillan, the Law Center Staff Attorney who helped draft extensive 

comments on the proposed changes to WOTUS. 

 

 

Environment Day 2020 at the Legislature 

 

Photo of the Roundhouse 

It's here again, on Tuesday January 28th: Your annual chance to join 

hundreds of other environmental activists, talk to your legislators and learn 

https://u3654925.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=MBhxFQYVAtZenRdocIXF62YSBfWgWqbL5H-2BR-2F-2Fml-2FOSZzC5jER1e8GGhuWEz5-2B-2Flh020DWeqLYshXHkotddcerCX-2BagtvtXLzAj26VVXjHA7WbuL2N4DcsT0B-2FXjmBtJvQNI9ynX5DIXpDL2zidZw3yh4ywwDPUawaq5PdB00xQ-3D_dFuWpRz0j-2FdFbeSpXFgXjlnzgXtgT29V163UnrTU19rfDak02MTx5MmwnUPlgkkbu1u-2Fbyq1Zy2y968bgHS6gG35Vy61hx1fxewor2GCYTaP7LjLCM0gp2oTC-2BTplr7NI2l5NFotJKL42SZnL1AdHA6KEJj1hqanY9L19WoBowUSYOoOO3Mt6uwNalvL7qocoOck6HCji3OTnvUANpedjF9OWqYIJGs4er1JwtGrSPkcZgv5a6u6ltPoOA3oQJVtQoUH8-2BEu4kIApCbvbtzUPf-2Fltu2YQzi1rf1Ta35u0pO-2Fhdkohs7mm5DljhJhvX6IkhUELQespFCJujQMC-2FSEkwaq0P2yUM3ZJnWO-2FyrfYkByjuTCTPOCE6e42DUQ0BzgPlEhw7XbleYzNldqe5s8bPSG4ZbEEvgMsvAdpxA-2FLkI-3D
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about important environmental legislation. 

RSVP here to attend Environment Day 2020. The Sierra Club is coordinating 

the event and will have lobbying trainings so you know how to make an impact 

on your legislators, information on top bills, a rally in the Rotunda, snacks and 

lots of fun. 

  

You'll be glad you came. See below for the schedule, and stop by and visit the 

Law Center table on Tuesday! 

 

What: Environment Day at the New Mexico Legislature 

When: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 28 

Where: New Mexico Capitol building, Santa Fe 

Sign-in: Check in at the Sierra Club table to get your Climate Crisis sticker and 

participant packet. You can check in all day. 

  

Attend a Committee Hearing 

Hearing times can vary so when you walk in the Roundhouse you’ll find daily 

committee schedules with a list of bills that will be heard. These two 

environmental committees are scheduled for Tuesday:  

 8 a.m. House Energy, Environment and Natural Resources Committee, 

Room 317 

 8:30 a.m. Senate Conservation Committee, Room 311 

  

Action Opportunities 

 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.: There will be 46 informational tables up and down 

the Halls of History 

 9:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m.: Sierra Club lobbying training and then head to 

Senate and House floors in groups to meet with legislators 

 10:30 a.m.: House session starts: Visit legislators on the floor before 

session starts 

 10:30 a.m.: Senate session starts: Visit legislators on the floor before 

session starts 

 10:45 a.m.: Panel session on the Sierra Club's priority environmental 

bills 

 Noon: Rally in the Rotunda: Hear from youth, tribal and community 

partners about priority bills 

https://u3654925.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=MBhxFQYVAtZenRdocIXF69be9CFDEL9ky5dsjw9mA4CD08Kk3HDc4jsQKtxIeqRmQEtoFf-2B64ZURZhJLJHEGOVYpaGuxQ3zUSmCYU249CGfFWNGNDFNNPU9Y4-2BMR3YEcRZmjkKTXVDJxBHEmwQlqAhJCl8zKaw3-2FklANgQ5oECY-3D_dFuWpRz0j-2FdFbeSpXFgXjlnzgXtgT29V163UnrTU19rfDak02MTx5MmwnUPlgkkbu1u-2Fbyq1Zy2y968bgHS6gG35Vy61hx1fxewor2GCYTaP7LjLCM0gp2oTC-2BTplr7NI2l5NFotJKL42SZnL1AdHA6KEJj1hqanY9L19WoBowUSYOoOO3Mt6uwNalvL7qocoOck6HCji3OTnvUANpedjF9OWqYIJGs4er1JwtGrSPkcZgv5a6u6ltPoOA3oQJVtC7LLHwWezBVzCyrFFGKl9i4WPhHn8vIuxQ9TdK7Mi9l55mmJPVMn6-2FU1JgPHIvyOnIPRjwp92FL8Nx8ZALoDxYPCNPMreK5b1A-2BtJ10XuXscKyvJLRh6kNdQfTM-2F5L3OzLW4gGXVzhiMQZCWbUb8R8t3PxNL-2FH325x7DIHwySP0-3D


 1:15 p.m.: Lobbying training then head out in groups to lobby 

 

RSVP for more details! 

  

 

Thank you for everything you do to fight for 

New Mexico's land, air, water and communities! 

 
 

 

Thank You! to our 2020 

Green Business Partners 
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