Dear ca-,oj?- Members,,

. Citmg unfﬁunded crltlclsm of Sacorro
_Eiectrlc Caogeratlve rates and serv;ce, the
~ Socorro City ( Council recentiy voted to-
 conduct a feasibility study about taiqng over
electric service from the co- op, a move called
mumapahzatmn The council’s move risksa
double disaster for any city reszdent who pays
an electrlc bill. But for the time being, until
f’the aty takes actzon dlrecﬂy threatemng the

s1ble attempt ata takeover but theres no need

for us to take direct action yet

~ For Socorro, mumapahzatlen is a bad idea
because it will cost both city taxpayers and
€o-0p ratepayers Vast sums of money unnec~
essarﬂy, with no return in 1mproved service
or reduced rates. The city is heading down an
expensive and distracting path. Their action
illustrates the dangers of dumbing-down a

' technicaﬁycompléx issue in a political arena
without understanding the far-reaching con-
 sequences for everyday folks. '

There’s a better way to work out out

; v:differences SEC curren’dy operate

‘ suggested it
could con—
‘demn co- op

~ city through emi-
~ nent domain. However,

‘ ”Smcerely, .
, Anne Dorough
. Preszdent & District V Trustee

. the cxty has f

assets inthe

the legal basis of that is unclear and untested

’ Get ready to pay more legal fees. And expe—

rience shows the co-op is likely to end up

'cpntmumg to serve city customers.

Rates ‘for‘SdCOrro customers Wouid goup : '

_ because buying the assets would cost the

city many millions and the mumapal unhty

~ would have fewer customers to share costs of

operation. Unfortunately, rates would simi-
larly rise for the rural customers remaining
in the co-op. The truth is, SEC rates, which
only cover our cost of operations without

profit, are fair, reasonable, and on par with

other rural cooperatives in the state.

And here’s the final catch: nearly all SEC

ratepayers in the city of Socorro are also

taxpayers in town. If you're a city resident
with an SEC account for electric service,

that means you'll pay for lawyers on both
sides to fight each other over the right to sell

~ you power. Rural customers outside the city
will also have to pay to defend the integrity

of their co-op and fend off a rise in rates due

.  toa municipal takeover. It’s a lose-lose deal
. for everyone except the lawyers Ask the cﬁ:y .
o smp - '

- Welll ke‘ep in touch as thls issue devel-

~ ops. We always encourage you to bmng your, .
questions to us and, remember, the disﬁicf"”
- meetings in October and November are a
- great opportumty for you to get mvoived




