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E-mail What’s Next For Co-op?

editor@mountainmailnew

By John Severance
s.com.

Phone: 575-854-3500. SOCORRO — About midway through the voting during the Socorro Electric
Address: 504 First St.,

Magdalena, NM 87825

Cooperative annual meeting at Finley Gym, trustee Luis Aguilar said, “It’s what the
people want.”

Aguilar couldn’t have been more right.

The members’ voices were heard loud and clear Saturday night as in all, a record 621

CURRENT HEADLINES . .
people registered to vote at the meeting.

> 2011 (6) And there were many others there to pack the Finley Gym.
Vv 2010 (1311) In fact, it was so packed the City of Socorro Fire Marshal was called in and he called
» December 26 - January 2 for all those without orange wristbands to leave or the meeting would be shut down.
(18) After close to 200 people left and the exit areas were cleared, the meeting continued.
» December 19 - December Members were fed up with the status quo and they voted on bylaw changes that will
26 (27) change the way co-op is run.

> December 12 - December Instead of 11 trustees, there will now be five.

19 (20)
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Instead of two meetings a month, there will be one.
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» December 5 - December
12 (28)

» November 28 - December
5 (29)

» November 21 - November
28 (40)

» November 7 - November
14 (20)

» October 31 - November 7
(26)

» October 24 - October 31
(24)

» October 17 - October 24
(19)

» October 10 - October 17
(22)

» October 3 - October 10
(32)

» September 26 - October 3
(21)

» September 19 -
September 26 (80)

» August 22 - August 29
(26)

» August 15 - August 22
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Instead of unlimited compensation for trustees, there will be a limit for $15,000 for
the president and $10,000 for trustees.

Those are the highlights, but members also voted for the SECto abide by the Open
Meetings Act and Inspection of Public Records Act. They also voted in bylaw changes
to patronage capital, donations, fair elections, Enchantment Magazine and how the
board conducts its business.

“I feel like a million bucks,” said resident Charlene West, who spearheaded the co-op
reform group.

The vote for the number of trustees set the tone for the night. With a show of hands,
388 members voted to limit the number of trustees to five while 124 requested the
status quo of 11. Nineteen people voted for seven trustees and four voted for nine.

It wasn’t all about the reform group either.

Before the vote, trustee Charlie Wagner addressed the crowd and he was greeted by a
number of catcalls and boos from the majority of the members.

Lorraine Woodard, a Socorro resident, walked up to Wagner when he was talking and
grabbed the microphone and said, “This is a members’ meeting. This is not about you
anymore. Please sit down and let us get down to business.”

And the members did exactly that.

“Democracy prevailed,” said new trustee Donald Wolberg. “It was not tidy. But

everything was on the ballot and it was up to the members to choose.”

The big question,
though, is when and
how will these
changes be
implemented.

SEC attorney Dennis

Francish, who

pdfcrowd.com
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(20)
August 8 - August 15 (23)

August 1 - August 8 (31)
July 25 - August 1 (27)
July 18 - July 25 (21)
July 11 - July 18 (27)
July 4 - July 11 (19)
June 27 - July 4 (25)
June 20 -June 27 (28)
June 13 - June 20 (27)
June 6 - June 13 (29)
May 30 -June 6 (33)
May 23 - May 30 (25)
May 16 - May 23 (22)
May 9 - May 16 (29)
May 2 - May 9 (37)
April 25 - May 2 (27)
April 18 - April 25 (32)

Ranchers’ Wind Farm In
Its Planning Stages

Socorro Man Arrested On

Drug Charges
What’s Next For Co-op?
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conducted the
meeting, told those
present that the
measures would not
be adopted for
another year
because that is the
next time members
could approve the
minutes of the
meeting.

Richard Epstein, a

member of the
reform group, made a motion for the members to meet on June 5 to approve the
minutes. But SEC bylaws state that a special meeting can only be called by the
president or three trustees.
On Monday, however, Wagner wrote a letter to co-op president Paul Bustamante and
Francish, requesting the propositions go into effect immediately..
In it he wrote, “The Chairman stated that none of these bylaws go into effect until the
next meeting when the minutes of this meeting are approved. This is incorrect. The
SEC Bylaws give no provision for when bylaw amendments go into effect. Section III
Article 13 Conduct of Meetings states: “At all meetings of the members, of the Board of
trustees, and any committees thereof, meeting procedures, except as provided by law
or Articles of Incorporation, shall follow the parliamentary guidelines set forth in
Robert’s Rules of Order”. Therefore I quote Robert’s Rule of Order Newly Revised,
10th Edition, Page 578, Lines 21-24 “Time at Which a Bylaw Amendment Takes Effect -
An amendment to the bylaws goes into effect immediately upon its adoption unless
the motion to adopt specifies another time for its becoming effective...”
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Fite Recalls Life On The Then late Monday night, Francish emailed Wagner, saying he was mistaken and that

Homestead the propositions do go into effective immediately.
A “Catch Wellness and A special meeting was called by the trustees for Friday at 5:30 p.m. to discuss and

Nutrition Relay For Life implement the new resolutions.

Da...

. Pictured: SEC Trustee Dave Wade (right) sits with County Commissioner Philip

OBITUARY: Craig Alan Anaya at the annual meeting Saturday at Finley Gym.

Butler
OBITUARY : Dorothy Jean Photo by John Severance

Jennings '@ Share/ Save [} W [ |

OBITUARY : Emily
Fraissinet D’Agostino

OBITUARY : Edward L.
Romero

POSTED BY MOUNTAIN MAIL NEWSPAPER AT 2:12 PM E

EDITORIAL: Now It’s Time NO COMMENTS:

For The Co-op To Start

OPINION: Plenty of
Adventures on Earth

POST A COMMENT

and Stargat...
OPINION: It’s Best To Keep

A Watchful Eye On The

G...
LETTER: Accountable Co-

op Board Comment as: Select profile...
LETTER: For A Safe Prom Publish Preview

LETTER: Opposed To A "T"
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State To Look At Mine
Safety Newer Post

Socorro Softball Team

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

Bounces Back To Rout
Hot Spr...

Warriors’ Baseball Team
Rolls To Win

Socorro Golfers Finish
Fifth Overall In Roswell
To...

Magdalena "Steerleaders"
Do Well At Santa Ana

Steers Drop Doubleheader
To Socorro JV

Pygmies Fall To Clovis

Lady Warriors Place 2nd
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Sheriff’s Office Has Busy
Weekend

Secretary Of State To Look
Into Contested Reserve

Socorro County Sheriff's
Blotter
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Gordo Refuse To Be
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Uncounted...

Quemado News: Talent
Show, Blood Drive
Scheduled

Junior Ranger Day

Enjoy A Night At The
Opera

Energy Dept. Offering
Qualified Appliance
Rebates

Spelling Bee Champs

April11 - April 18 (32)
April 4 - April 11 (29)
March 28 - April 4 (29)
March 21 - March 28 (24)
March 14 - March 21 (26)
March 7 - March 14 (28)

vV v vy vy vy VY

February 28 - March 7
(24)
» February 21 - February
28 (25)
» February 14 - February
21 (26)

» February 7 - February 14
(27)
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MAGDALENA WEATHER

186°F

Forecast Radar Cameras

ia§/ WeatherBug

GOVERNMENT LINKS
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American Recovery &
Reinvestment Act official site
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BLM Socorro office

Breakdown by county of
stimulus funds

Catron County
City of Socorro

Middle Rio Grande
Conservancy District

New Mexico Attorney General's
office

New Mexico courts

New Mexico Department of
Health

New Mexico Environment
Department

New Mexico Legislature

New Mexico Public Education
Department

Socorro County Chamber of
Commerce

Socorro Electric Cooperative

Socorro Soil and Water
Conservation District

U.S. Census
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Magdalena Schools
New Mexico Tech
Quemado Schools
Reserve Schools

Socorro Consolidated Schools

BLOGS

Catron County Connection

Heath Haussamen on New
Mexico Politics

Life in Magdalena

New Mexico Independent
Socorro Photo Blog

The Rural Blog

ADDITIONAL LINKS
Animal Protective Association
of Socorro

Bosque del Apache National
Wildlife Refuge

El Camino Real International
Heritage Center

Fur and Feather Animal
Assistance

Gila National Forest
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Hammel Museum
Keep Socorro Beautiful

London Frontier Theatre
Company

Magdalena Ranger District
(Cibola National Forest)

Magdalena Ridge Observatory

New Mexico Activities
Association

New Mexico Cattle Growers
Association

New Mexico Foundation for
Open Government

New Mexico Tech Golf Course
NRAOVery Large Array
Save Our Bosque Task Force

SCOPE (Socorro County
Options, Prevention and
Education)

Sevilleta National Wildlife
Refuge

Socorro Animal Shelter
Socorro Civitan Club
Socorro Community Theater

Socorro County Extension
office, 4-H

Socorro General Hospital
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Socorro Mental Health
Socorro music scene

Socorro Public Library
White Sands Missile Range
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