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OPINION: More Musings About The Socorro Electric Cooperative
Magdalena Potluck

By Don Wiltshire

Democracy  is alive and well in Socorro and Catron Counties. The Socorro Electric

Cooperative’s Annual Meeting was a fine example. This entire reform movement can,

and has been, dismissed by  some as just so much brew-ha; but consider for a moment,

the alternatives. A privately  owned corporation needs to entice its CEO and chief

executives with attractive salaries, lucrative bonuses and exquisite stock options. The

shareholders need to be richly  rewarded with ever increasing div idends and

sky rocketing share values. Where does all of this cash come from? It comes right out

of our pockets, from the rates that we would be asked to pay , should our electric

serv ice become privatized. No quibbling. End of discussion.

We are very  fortunate to be part of the Tri-State Electric Cooperative. This is one of

the best examples of how our economy  CAN work; not for the enrichment of the few

but to prov ide those goods and serv ices that we need for surv ival. All that it takes on

our part is a little bit of involvement. Indeed, over 6% of the Socorro Electric Co-op
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members did get involved at the annual meeting. 

Changes were made to the by -laws and our needs and concerns will now be more

proportionately  addressed. The now, only  five Trustees, will be only  fairly

compensated for the time it takes them to address our concerns at their now monthly

meetings. The meetings will be open and we will be notified on a y early  basis as to our

Capital Credits.

Using the SEC as a model of how our economy  COULD work, we find ourselves looking

at a way  out of the dreadful financial hole that we’ve managed to dig for ourselves.

There are many  movements and experiments taking place now that put US in control

of our financial affairs; cooperatives, employ ee owned and administered companies

and governmental or Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs). These are all designed

to take the “Capital” out of Capitalism.

When it comes to prov iding the basic necessities for human and spiritual surv ival,

there is no need to invoke the specters of profit, greed and shareholder return. All of

the basic goods and serv ices for the well-being of humankind could and should be

provided by  one or another of these not-for-profit groups. These would include basic

food and water, basic shelter and clothing, basic healthcare and an opportunity  for all

to do meaningful work or serv ices and to receive fair and just compensation for the

same. 

These would NOT include lobster thermidor, castles with moats, Armani handbags,

face-lifts or tummy -tucks or lucrative CEO positions. These can and should be

provided for by  the private sector, involv ing just as much profit as the markets will

allow.

I know, this is starting to sound like some sort of socialist manifesto but just where can

we go from here? Every thing that we need to sustain life is being privatized out from

under us and the costs for these goods and serv ices are becoming out of reach for all

but the priv ileged few. This financial turn-around will not happen overnight and it will

certainly  not happen without our involvement.
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It’s delightful to see so much of Magdalena already  headed in this direction. We’ve got

The Samaritan Center Thrift Shop, Farmer’s Markets, local “Mom & Pop” restaurants

and businesses, participatory  Village Government, food cooperatives and food

sharing. These endeavors are helping to prov ide the essentials of life with a minimum

of profit motive thanks, in part to a great number of volunteer and non-paid hours of

hard work. It seems to be “the right thing to do.” Contrast this with Family  Dollar’s

CEO Howard Lev ine’s compensation in salary , bonus, stock and stock options last y ear

of $5,612,7 26; or the Wal-Mart CEO Michael Duke taking home $1.2 million in salary

and $12.7  million in stock awards; or Wells Fargo’s CEO John Stumpf’s award of $21.3

million in compensation last y ear.

Further musings on these and similar topics can be found in Sam Pizzigati’s hefty  book

Greed and Good: Understanding and Overcoming the Inequality  That Limits Our

Lives, and in Raj Patel’s new book The Value of Nothing: How to Reshape Market

Society  and Redefine Democracy .

Take a break from changing the world next Monday , May  3, at 2 p.m. in the Magdalena

Senior Center to elect a new Queen for the Magdalena Old Timer’s Celebration. She will

receive a y early  compensation of $0. It’s good to be Queen. It will not be perhaps,

quite as contentious as the SEC meeting and dessert will be served and/or shared

and/or thrown.

If you have any comments, problems, solutions, upcoming events or Capital Credit

notifications, contact me at . 

P O ST ED BY  MO UNT AI N MAI L  NEW SP AP ER  AT  11 :04  AM 

N O  C O M M E N T S:

(20)

►  August 8 - August 15 (23)

►  August 1  - August 8 (31)

►  July  25 - August 1  (27 )

►  July  18 - July  25 (21)

►  July  11  - July  18 (27 )

►  July  4 - July  11  (19)

►  June 27  - July  4 (25)

►  June 20 - June 27  (28)

►  June 13 - June 20 (27 )

►  June 6 - June 13 (29)

►  May  30 - June 6 (33)

►  May  23 - May  30 (25)

►  May  16 - May  23 (22)

►  May  9 - May  16 (29)

►  May  2 - May  9 (37 )

▼  April 25 - May  2 (27 )

Funeral Home Changes

Hands

Walking For Heart

Association

Mag May or Wants Weed

Burning Day

Co-op Trustees Not

http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/co-op-trustees-not-leaving-anytime-soon.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/mag-mayor-wants-weed-burning-day.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/walking-for-heart-association.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/funeral-home-changes-hands.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_04_25_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_05_02_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_05_09_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_05_16_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_05_23_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_05_30_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_06_06_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_06_13_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_06_20_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_06_27_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_07_04_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_07_11_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_07_18_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_07_25_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_08_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_08_08_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.blogger.com/email-post.g?blogID=5448965248697874238&postID=1547135225278506178
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/opinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html
http://www.addtoany.com/share_save#url=http%3A%2F%2Fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2F2010%2F04%2Fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&title=Mountain%20Mail%20Archives%3A%20OPINION%3A%20More%20Musings%20About%20The%20Socorro%20Electric%20Cooperative&description=
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2f2010%2f04%2fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&id=ma-130903174207-92f859e5
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Newer Post Older Post

P O ST  A  C O M M E N T

Enter y our comment...

Com m ent as: Select profile...

Publish  Prev iew

Home

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

Leaving Any time Soon

Life As A Homesteader

Suited Evely n Fite Just

Fine...

Back Y ard Food Gardening

Project Launched

Magdalena Marshal's

Blotter

OBITUARY : Rosa P.

Jaramillo

California Man Arrested

For Driv ing A Stolen

Vehic...

EDITORIAL: Time To Take

Care Of Those Who Take

Car...

OPINION: More Musings

About The Socorro

Electric C...

OPINION: The Stage is Set

for Another

Disappointin...

LETTER: First Board Of

Socorro

LETTER: In Search of

Ancestors

http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/letter-in-search-of-ancestors.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/letter-first-board-of-socorro.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/opinion-stage-is-set-for-another.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/opinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/editorial-time-to-take-care-of-those.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/california-man-arrested-for-driving.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/obituary-rosa-p-jaramillo.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/magdalena-marshals-blotter.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/back-yard-food-gardening-project.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/life-as-homesteader-suited-evelyn-fite.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/co-op-trustees-not-leaving-anytime-soon.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/feeds/1547135225278506178/comments/default
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/opinion-stage-is-set-for-another.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/editorial-time-to-take-care-of-those.html
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2f2010%2f04%2fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&id=ma-130903174207-92f859e5
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

LETTER: Questions For Co-

op Board

LETTER: 515th

Appreciates Packages

Socorro Golf Teams Get

Ready  For District

Tourname...

Socorro Drops Four

District Games

Navajo Weaver Makes

Rugs The Old-Fashioned

Way

Sy lv ia And Friend Indulge

In the Reversal of

Speci...

Quemado News: Teachers

Day  on Tuesday

Senior Center To Buy  Van

For $4,500

Lemitar Man Faces Three

Drug Charges

Tech Officially  Raises

Tuition

As part of Comcast Care

Day s, volunteers work

on t...

http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/as-part-of-comcast-care-days-volunteers.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/tech-officially-raises-tuition.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/lemitar-man-faces-three-drug-charges.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/senior-center-to-buy-van-for-4500.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/quemado-news-teachers-day-on-tuesday.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/sylvia-and-friend-indulge-in-reversal.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/navajo-weaver-makes-rugs-old-fashioned.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/socorro-drops-four-district-games.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/socorro-golf-teams-get-ready-for.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/letter-515th-appreciates-packages.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/letter-questions-for-co-op-board.html
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2f2010%2f04%2fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&id=ma-130903174207-92f859e5
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Frontier Theater Brings

Back Lost Wife Creek

Reader Contribution From

Magdalena

►  April 18 - April 25 (32)

►  April 11  - April 18 (32)

►  April 4 - April 11  (29)

►  March 28 - April 4 (29)

►  March 21  - March 28 (24)

►  March 14 - March 21  (26)

►  March 7  - March 14 (28)

►  February  28 - March 7

(24)

►  February  21  - February

28 (25)

►  February  14 - February

21  (26)

►  February  7  - February  14

(27 )

►  January  31  - February  7

(24)

►  January  24 - January  31

(28)

►  January  17  - January  24

(26)

http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_01_17_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_01_24_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_01_31_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_02_07_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_02_14_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_02_21_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_02_28_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_03_07_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_03_14_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_03_21_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_03_28_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_04_04_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_04_11_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_04_18_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/reader-contribution-from-magdalena.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010/04/frontier-theater-brings-back-lost-wife.html
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2f2010%2f04%2fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&id=ma-130903174207-92f859e5
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

►  January  10 - January  17

(27 )

►  January  3 - January  10

(22)

►  2009 (47 0)

M A G D A L E N A  W E A T H E R

2
mph86°F

Forecast Radar Cameras

G O V E R N M E N T  L I N K S

Alamo Navajo Chapter

American Recovery  &

Reinvestment Act official site

BLM Socorro office

Breakdown by  county  of

stimulus funds

Catron County

City  of Socorro

Middle Rio Grande

http://www.mrgcd.com/
http://www.socorronm.gov/
https://mylocalgov.com/catroncountynm/Index.asp?section=1
http://www.recovery.org/
http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/fo/Socorro_Field_Office.html
http://www.recovery.gov/
http://alamo.nndes.org/
http://weather.weatherbug.com/default.html
http://weather.weatherbug.com/weather-cams.html
http://weather.weatherbug.com/doppler-radar.html
http://weather.weatherbug.com/weather-forecast.html
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2009-01-01T00:00:00-07:00&updated-max=2010-01-01T00:00:00-07:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_01_03_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://mountainmail.blogspot.com/2010_01_10_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://weather.weatherbug.com/NM/Magdalena-weather.html?zcode=z5545&units=0&stat=MGDLA
http://weather.weatherbug.com/NM/Magdalena-weather.html?zcode=z5545&units=0&stat=MGDLA
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2f2010%2f04%2fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&id=ma-130903174207-92f859e5
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Conservancy  District

New Mexico Attorney  General's

office

New Mexico courts

New Mexico Department of

Health

New Mexico Environment

Department

New Mexico Legislature

New Mexico Public Education

Department

Socorro County  Chamber of

Commerce

Socorro Electric Cooperative

Socorro Soil and Water

Conservation District

U.S. Census

Village of Magdalena

S C H O O L S

Magdalena Schools

New Mexico Tech

Quemado Schools

Reserve Schools

Socorro Consolidated Schools

http://www.socorro.k12.nm.us/
http://www.reserve.k12.nm.us/
http://www.quemadoschools.org/
http://www.nmt.edu/
http://www.magdalena.k12.nm.us/
http://www.magdalena-nm.com/
http://www.census.gov/
http://www.socorroswcd.com/
http://www.socorroelectric.com/
http://www.socorro-nm.com/
http://www.ped.state.nm.us/
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/
http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/
http://www.health.state.nm.us/index.html
http://www.nmcourts.gov/
http://www.nmag.gov/
http://www.mrgcd.com/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2f2010%2f04%2fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&id=ma-130903174207-92f859e5
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

B L O G S

Catron County  Connection

Heath Haussamen on New

Mexico Politics

Life in Magdalena

New Mexico Independent

Socorro Photo Blog

The Rural Blog

A D D I T I O N A L  L I N K S

Animal Protective Association

of Socorro

Bosque del Apache National

Wildlife Refuge

El Camino Real International

Heritage Center

Fur and Feather Animal

Assistance

Gila National Forest

Hammel Museum

Keep Socorro Beautiful

London Frontier Theatre

Company

Magdalena Ranger District

(Cibola National Forest)

http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/cibola/districts/magdalena.shtml
http://www.londonfrontiertheatre.com/
http://knmb.org/index.php?/sponsorship/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nmschs/hammel.html
http://fs.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_RU4?ss=110306&navtype=forestBean&navid=091000000000000&pnavid=null&cid=null&ttype=main&pname=Gila%20National%20Forest%20-%20Home
http://furandfeather.org/
http://www.caminorealheritage.org/
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/newmex/bosque/
http://www.socorroapas.com/
http://irjci.blogspot.com/
http://socorrophotoblog.blogspot.com/
http://newmexicoindependent.com/
http://lifeinmagdalena.blogspot.com/
http://haussamen.blogspot.com/
http://catroncounty.blogspot.com/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2f2010%2f04%2fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&id=ma-130903174207-92f859e5
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Magdalena Ridge Observatory

New Mexico Activ ities

Association

New Mexico Cattle Growers

Association

New Mexico Foundation for

Open Government

New Mexico Tech Golf Course

NRAO Very  Large Array

Save Our Bosque Task Force

SCOPE (Socorro County

Options, Prevention and

Education)

Sev illeta National Wildlife

Refuge

Socorro Animal Shelter

Socorro Civ itan Club

Socorro Community  Theater

Socorro County  Extension

office, 4-H

Socorro General Hospital

Socorro Mental Health

Socorro music scene

Socorro Public Library

White Sands Missile Range

http://www.wsmr.army.mil/wsmr.asp
http://www.adobelibrary.org/
http://infohost.nmt.edu/~jruff/socorromusic.html
http://www.socorromentalhealth.org/
http://www.phs.org/PHS/careers/locations/socorro/index.htm
http://socorroextension.nmsu.edu/
http://www.socorro.com/sct/
http://www.civitan.net/socorro1
http://www.socorroanimalshelter.com/
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/newmex/Sevilleta/
http://nmscope.org/
http://sobtf.org/
http://www.vla.nrao.edu/
http://externalweb.nmt.edu/nmtgolf
http://www.nmfog.org/
http://www.nmagriculture.org/
http://www.nmact.org/
http://www.mro.nmt.edu/Home/index.htm
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2f2010%2f04%2fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&id=ma-130903174207-92f859e5
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2f2010%2f04%2fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&id=ma-130903174207-92f859e5
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Get this w idget!

G O O G L E  T R A N S L A T E

http://www.springwidgets.com/widgets/view/56551/?param_param=http%3A%2F%2Fhaussamen.blogspot.com%2Ffeeds%2Fposts%2Fdefault&param_compactView=true&param_blurbLength=512&param_style_borderColor=0x000000&param_style_brandUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fdownloads.thespringbox.com%2Fhosted_content%2Fimages%2Fd52eeee955fd71fd2b4021bfcc4e1083.jpg&width=210&height=368
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2f2010%2f04%2fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&id=ma-130903174207-92f859e5
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Spanish  » English

S E A R C H  T H I S  B L O G

Search

S U B S C R I B E  T O

F O L L O W E R S

 Posts

 Comments

http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2f2010%2f04%2fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&id=ma-130903174207-92f859e5
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Join this site
w ith Google Friend Connect

Members (12)

Already a member? Sign in

 

javascript:void(0);
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2f2010%2f04%2fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&id=ma-130903174207-92f859e5
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmountainmail.blogspot.com%2f2010%2f04%2fopinion-more-musings-about-socorro.html&id=ma-130903174207-92f859e5
http://pdfcrowd.com

