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There is an excellent editorial in the November 12 issue of the El Defensor Chieftain - (Co-op trustees 

still stonewalling on matters of transparency) and raises several questions that have been largely 

ignored due to the pressure of audits and law suits. The fact remains that the title of the article is 

absolutely correct. The trustee majority is stonewalling and they are using the trustee committees to do 

so. This is appallingly evident in the case of the bylaws passed at the District 3 and District 5 meetings of 

October, 2009 and the Annual Members Meeting of April 17, 2010.  

The bylaws passed at both District and Annual Meetings should have been incorporated into the current 

bylaws by this time and this incorporation should have been done by the lawyer paid for with SEC funds. 

Unfortunately, this lawyer has sued to block three of the bylaws which deal with transparency. In such a 

case, an outside expert such as a lawyer specialist in parliamentary procedure should be called in to 

blend the new bylaws with the old. Such a blending should not be left to a Trustee Bylaw Committee 

consisting of Leroy Anaya, Chairman, Jack Bruton, Donald Wolberg, and Leo Cordova.  

As noted in the editorial, Mr. May has offered the board a bylaw that they can abide by. Here is a copy 

of "Proposed Revision of By-laws; ARTICLE VI Meeting of Trustees"  

Mr. May and Mr. Bejnar are valiantly attempting to get the board to act properly by working with the 

Trustee Bylaw Committee. They are to be commended. However, there are some problems associated 

with this approach. The text of the proposed revision omits two vital statements from the propositions 

passed at the two 2009 district meetings and the 2010 annual meeting. These are as follows; Sentence 

omitted are in ALL CAPS:  

"THE SEC BOARD OF TRUSTEES SHALL VOLUNTARILY AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE NEW MEXICO OPEN 

MEETINGS ACT AND THE INSPECTION OF PUBLIC RECORDS ACT."  

"One regular meeting of the Board of Trustees shall be held monthly at the time & Place as the Board 

shall schedule by resolution. THE MEETING SHALL BE OPEN TO MEMBER/OWNERS AND 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PRESS WITH TIMELY NOTICE OF THE MEETING ADVERTISED IN MONTHLY 

MAIL BILLINGS AND LOCAL NEWSPAPERS. A SECTION OF THE MEETING AGENDA SHALL BE RESERVED 

FOR MEMBER PARTICIPATION DURING WHICH MEMBER/OWNERS MAY ADDRESS THE BOARD WITHOUT 

PRIOR APPROVAL OF THE BOARD."  

The actual wording of the bylaws passed by the members MUST be contained within the bylaws. A 

committee of the trustees cannot alter or omit what the members have voted for. ARTICLE XIII 

Amendments Of the SEC Bylaws clearly states "These bylaws may be altered, amended or repealed by 

the MEMBERS at any regular or special meeting...." 

"Proposed Revision of By-laws; ARTICLE VI Meeting of Trustees"  located at 

http://www.informedcynic.com/press-release.html   
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