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The lead story is the second unbelievable action of the SEC trustees, management and lawyers.   

  

Charlie Wagner was the original SEC whistleblower.  He started his first term on the SEC Board 

in 2006 and spent his first year and a half attending classes on how to be good director and 

learning about the inner workings of the cooperative.  When he discovered that the districts were 

terribly unequal, directors did not have to account for their expenditures leading to such 

“mistakes” as three trustees in one car with travel costs reimbursed to all three;   two trustees in 

one hotel room – each receiving the money for separate rooms, etc.;  capital credits not reported 

to members, etc., etc., etc.,  he tried to correct these improper activities through board action.  

That didn’t work as all of his motions were voted down.  So Charlie decided to let the members 

know what was going on with a series of talks and power point presentations throughout the SEC 

service area beginning in late 2007, early 2008.  He also contacted the PRC and the Attorney 

General.  The board was unhappy and let it be known.  A program of harassment, threats and 

assaults began against the “destroyer” as he was called by then trustee Juan Gonzales. 

  

On Easter Sunday, 2008, the ABQ Journal’s Thomas Cole wrote a long article on electric 

cooperatives in NM that showed the large amounts of money received by large co-op boards.  

Soccoro Electric led the pack with the most money.  In 2009 that amount would rise to a half 

million dollars.  The Socorro Reform Group was born.  Charlie continued his campaign to let the 

members know about their coop.   As more and more members learned about how the SEC 

operated, change was demanded.  This history is well known to all of you.  The board continues 

to  act in ways detrimental  to the co-op and its members supported by SEC funds and the only 

recourse of the members is through the courts which is expensive for people without the SEC 

money to play with.   Charlie has been the subject of an attempted frame, censured for made up 

alleged crimes and is now being investigated.  Gee, how much will this cost and can any 

investigator selected by the current board attorneys be impartial or fair?   Retaliation has reached 

a new high or low depending on your point of view.   

  

Trustee Wagner will continue to make information available to the SEC membership. 
 

 


