Get Involved
and Make a
Difference

ike any successful business, the Socormo

Electric Cooperative {SEC) i always looking
for ways 10 better sen its cusiomers—you,
the members of the 0-09. A rural electric
(0-0p is dfferent from many businesses
because it s demogratically controlled
oirectly by its members, Members voteto
2413 board of rustees that sets the <o-0p's
novernance thiough by-iaws and poficies. That
makes it especially imponant for SEC members
1008t invohed with ¢0-0p elections and
member meetings.

SEC President Luis Aguiar has appointed
2 member biy-law committee composed of
members &nd a board trustee with assstance
rom legal advisors, This group & prowiding
2 thoughtful, Jegally arounded approach 1o
mdify by-laws. (0-0p members (an aliso
oursue changing the by-laws by 2ppeaving
" amendment fesclutions a1 thez nnual district
meetings. f approved, the resolutions §o 10
the general full memiership for consideration
Jtthe next suceeding Annual Meeting, if the
res0kion S0 provides 35 oer Artide 3, Section
1206 the SEC oy-ws

Lastyear, Distrkt V attemoted 10 pass 31
such amendments 1o 1he by-laws. The prodlem
1, the small group pushing these amendments
dict follow proper procedures as outlined by
state statute 3nd our own by-laws. Beyond
that, many of the propased amendments
tually viclate state aw. Others have language
problems ce conflict with other by-laws.

Because of the procedural problems, the
membership could not legally consider the
propesed amendments at the May 15, 2013,
Annel Meeting orits continuation on June
8, 2013, And by demanding that continuation
meeting desprte the fact that the amend-
ments hao fa1al oefects, $71,0001n €0-0p

funds were spent for these two member
meetings the second of which failed to make
quorum, "Raberts Rules of Order,” which the
€0-0p CONGuKIs its meetings and carry the
authority of the by-Laws, do net fow any
tion 10 be taken without 3 quorum present,

Proposed Amendments—Not Ready

for Prime Time

The 31 proposed amendments have 3 variety

of prodlems:

o Mostwere passed after the DistrictV
meeting lost a quorum, o they're not vaid
resciutions for consideration by the genera
membership. The by-laws and state law
requre the prysical peesence of 3 percent of
the members 10 make 3 quorum. The group
pushing the amendrments argue that mai-
0 3lots Count towards & quorum. They'e
wi0ng. The iawis dlear on the matter. Also,
erough people leave, the meeting fats
Dekw 3 quorum and the business part of 3
meeting ends.

o Several proposeks violate state law, the
€0-0p's by-laws, or “Roberts Rules of
Order,” which the co-op has adopted 10
Qovern its meetings.

o Some contradict existing by-lws,

« Many are poorly writien, making ther
intent unclear. They would be impossible 10
effectively implement.

Facts about a Flawed Petition
Despite these clear-(ut legal obstacles 1o 2
geneeal-membership vote on the proposed
amendments, 2 few members have inssted on
gong zhead. In July they Circulzied 3 petiticn
calling for 3 special meeting to consider the
amendments. The petition was riddled with
peocedural erroes and even failed to get the
number of sgnatures required by our by-laws,
Here are the faws making the petition invald:
o The petition lacks & required 10% of valg
fmembers 10 (all 3 special meeting.
« The petition failed to give & specific purpase
on new busingss and amendments, a5 the

byy-laws and New Mexo Open Meetings
Act requre for notice of new busingss &t the
special meeting.

The petition set 3 date for the meeting
Without prewiding the members adequste
noiie of the meeting, again in violation of
the by-laws.

The proposed by-iaw amendments have
N0t yet been approved a1 a requiar annual
member meeting with 3 quorum present,
0 they an't be voted on for adoption at 3
special meeting of the general membership.
Some signzes of the petition wete led

10 belizve they couio vote 1o lower their
electnic rates af the speqial meeting.
Unortunately, SEC members have been
misinfoemed, Rates must be spproved

by the New Mexico Pubiic Reguiation
Ceemenission 3nd the process in changing
12165 5 very 'engthy and mary factors zre
t2ken into consideration when the €C
fEQUests & (hange 1 13tes and cannct be
(casdered 313 special meeting. Your r2ies
are designed to furnish sufficient revenue
for the opertions of the cooperative and to
16870 DR1r0N3e (apite.

.

Make It YourCo-op. .
The SEC board of rtctees s o

izspect for tne zx

siend tht some
a5510n218-300UL the $sues
Butit's undair to attemngr 10 appecve Ly-law
amendments with ¢i<recard for both the
rules and the will of the mgjonity. Those
rules are in place to protect members from
ations by a vocal but small ena unrepre-
sentative minority.

Here’s how you an help. Get imolved
with your ¢0-0p. Attend your upcom-
INQ distKT Meeting and join the debate.
We'll publish & schedule of the fall district
meetings soon. Your informed vote is the
best quarentee that the co«0p 1s quided
semodraticaliy to support the interests of
the mejority.





