
Hear Mike Phillips at Annual Meeting 

“Wolf Restoration: Many Matters of Concern” 
On December 28, 1973, Sevilleta became a National Wildlife Refuge 
and, coincidentally, the Endangered Species Act was signed into 
law. On December 28 of 2013, Salmon, Idaho prepared for a wolf-
killing derby and a New York Times editorial decried, “Wolf Haters.” 
 
In light of the shared anniversary and continuing concerns, we 
invite you to a talk on wolf restoration from a recognized authority, 
the project leader for the restoration of wolves to the Yellowstone 
ecosystem. Mike Phillips wrote of Yellowstone and wolves, 
 
“If the struggles in life are what gives life its meaning, then the crafters of 
the strategy for restoring wolves to Yellowstone have led very meaningful 
lives... [t]wenty-five years, six different presidents, several Interior 
Secretaries, and untold federal employees came and went as the strategy 
evolved.” 

Since Ted Turner founded the Turner Endangered Species Fund in 
1997, Phillips has been its executive director. In his talk, he will 
consider problems and opportunities in restoring wolves, including 
wolf-livestock interactions, the importance and significance of large 
predators and why restoration is appropriate. He will also discuss 
the roles of private individuals and organizations in biodiversity 
conservation and how to integrate private and governmental efforts. 
 
It promises to be an exceptional presentation. Reserve now. 

AMIGOS ANNUAL MEETING 
 
Hear a thoughtful talk, learn 
about developments at Sevilleta, 
enjoy traditional New Mexican 
music—and chat with fellow 
refuge supporters. Bring a friend! 
 
Sunday, February 2, 2014 
1:00-3:00 pm  
Reception to Follow 
 

! Brief Business Meeting 
 

! Mike Phillip’s Talk:  
“Wolf Restoration: Many 
Matters of Concern ” 

 
! Music by Bernie Romero & 

Friends 
 

! Reception 
 
To reserve: (505) 864 4021 
 
Directions to Sevilleta NWR: 
Take I-25 to Exit 169, follow signs 
(about 50 miles south of 
Albuquerque.) 
 
Amigos de la Sevilleta 
PO Box 1248 
Socorro, NM 87801 
 
www.amigosdelasevilleta.org 
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Celebrating Sevilleta’s 40th Year 

The governmental shutdown cancelled October’s 
Refuge Day, but on December 14, we had a very 
enjoyable scaled-down celebration, complete with 
tours, live raptors, tasty cake and a terrific turn-
out of children and their families for the “Drawn 
to Sevilleta” poster contest awards. 

This winning drawing of an American Kestrel is 
by Socorro fourth grader Rio Sessions, who also 
made notes on the bird’s preferred habitat and 
habits, including its call, “klee, klee, klee,” made,  
in “excitement and possibly happiness…” 

 

Here are some of the other winners of this year’s 
Drawn to Sevilleta contest, which had entries from 
Kindegarten through 5th grade students.  

Good work! 

 

Field Note: Western Pygmy-blue 

 

Family heirlooms are treasures from the past, treasured 
for their rarity, for their financial worth, for their 
charm, or for many other reasons.  Our biological 
patrimony comes to us the same way and we treasure it 
as well. 

A tiny miniature portrait of a notable ancestor made it 
through two and half centuries to a family.  It is 
treasured because it is tiny, beautiful and because its 
story is interesting.  At Sevilleta, there is a butterfly 
which is similar. 

The Western Pygmy-blue lives in the Southwest, often 
overlooked by butterfly people because of its size and 
because its fluttery, erratic flight pattern causes it to be 
mistaken for a moth.  This tiniest of our butterflies 
could hide behind a dime with wings folded.  We like 
things with special stories and being the tiniest makes 
it a special butterfly heirloom. 

Not active now, but by spring it will flutter, moth-like, 
through the Sevilleta paying attention to its own 
heirloom, the Four-Winged Saltbush.  We see this 
common plant as a pleasant grey-green shrub but this 
butterfly senses a familiar chemical signature, lays eggs 
and its caterpillars thrive. 

Look closely in spring’s first warm days for a precious 
miniature passed down to us from ages past. 

John Wilson 
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Message from our President 

 

Another eventful year for the Amigos de la Sevilleta is 
coming to a close.  This year, for the first time in several 
years, we have had a complete board, with all positions filled.  
Not only have we had a complete board in terms of numbers, 
they have been an incredibly active and involved group of 
people.  It has been a delight to work with all of them. 

We are pleased to note that one of our board members, Deb 
Caldwell, has just been chosen to be the new head of the 
Socorro Chamber of Commerce.  We are certain that she will 
be a positive addition to that organization.  Deb is our 
secretary and has breathed new life into that position. 

The U.S. government sequester and subsequent government 
shut-down provided real challenges to the operation of 
Sevilleta.  One of the consequences of this was that the annual 
“Refuge Day” celebration in October had to be cancelled.  
When the government reopened, plans were revised to have a 
somewhat smaller celebration on Dec. 14.  In an incredible 
effort, the staff pulled it together and a grand time was had 
by all.  I was particularly impressed with the turnout for the 
children’s art award ceremony. 

Our next big event will be the annual member’s meeting.  
Mike Phillips, executive director of the Turner Endangered 
Species Fund will be our key-note speaker.  There will also be 
a chance to learn about the events that took place last year at 
Sevilleta and to hear about proposed events for the upcoming 
year.  I know you will not want to miss this opportunity to 
catch up with fellow supporters of the refuge while enjoying 
live music and homemade refreshments.   

We hope to see you there.  

   

                                            Ian Jenness, President 

Coyote tracks, 
front & rear. 
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    Frames for rainout shelters 

The Sevilleta Field Station, operated by the University 
of New Mexico in collaboration with the Sevilleta 
National Wildlife Refuge, serves as the home base for 
the UNM Sevilleta Long-Term Ecological Research 
(LTER) program.  It also supports research and 
educational programs in biology, ecology, geology and 
anthropology, and it serves as a meeting facility for 
conferences, workshops, retreats, and class field trips.  

LTER recently received a five-year grant from the 
National Science Foundation (NSF) to fund Extreme 
Drought Grasslands Experiment—EDGE. The 
collaborative regional project is led by researchers from 
Colorado State and the University of Oklahoma and 
includes six sites in five states: New Mexico, Colorado, 
Oklahoma, Kansas and Wyoming. Scott Collins and 
Will Pockman are the principal investigators at UNM. 

The ultimate goal of EDGE is to determine the 
consequences of chronic grasslands drought on 
biodiversity and on ecosystem services, defined as 
benefits to humankind from an ecosystem—for 
example, clean water or crop pollination.  

The scale, scope and pace of change occurring in 
ecological systems today are unprecedented in human 
history. Forecasting how an ecosystem will respond to 
climate changes requires knowing the magnitude of the 

change and the sensitivity of the ecosystem.  

The key question for Sevilleta LTER: How 
important are the relative roles of ecosystem 
structure vs. the environmental context, that is, 
temperature and precipitation over time, in 
determining ecosystem sensitivity to climate 
change.  

As the name implies, rainout shelters keep rain 
and other precipitation off grasslands (see photo 
of frames for rainout shelters at Sevilleta). The 
researchers will control the amount and timing of 
precipitation in all six field sites.  The field 
experiment will impose two treatments that 
reflect patterns of increased drought and a 
change in seasonality predicted by models of 
global climate change. One treatment is a severe 
multi-year drought (66% reduction in growing 
season rainfall over four-years). A second 
treatment will shift the wet season from July and 
August to September and October.  

Results from this project will be used to 
strengthen an existing process-based ecosystem 
model and extend site-based knowledge to a 
regional scale. 

Field Station Project Manager Amaris Swann furnished the 
EDGE information. Any errors in interpretation are mine--
Tamara Coombs. 

REPORT FROM THE UNM SEVILLETA FIELD STATION: EDGE 
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 Manager’s Corner 

We don’t yet know the full effects of the Federal 
budget agreement, but we do know that it will 
free up agency decision-making. 

The two positions that were lost due to 
Sequestration have a wider effect than simply a 
decrease in staff. The Fish and Wildlife Service 
uses the cost of each employee, in salary and 
benefits, to determine what’s called the  
“management capability” of a refuge. They then 
take 25% of management capability to determine 
the budget allocated to cover all refuge 
expenses—utilities, fuel for vehicles, projects, 
repairs, everything—down to toilet paper. 

The September flooding damaged a Langemann 
Gate, which will cost $8,000 in parts alone to 
repair. There are no funds available from FWS to 
cover flood damage. Since the Middle Rio 
Grande Conservancy cares about the water 
levels during the irrigation season and we flood 
Sevilleta in the winter, we hope to find a way to 
cover repair costs and meet both needs. 

The Christmas bird count went well, identifying  
66 species on the east side of the refuge and 91 
on the west side. These counts were fairly high 
and included surprising sightings of Harris’ 
Sparrow and Northern Goshawk. The bird count 
is an opportunity for less experienced birders to 

learn from more experienced ones. If you’re 
interested, think about signing up next December. 
There will be more information on the next Christmas 
count in the fall newsletter. 

We are very pleased that we may receive at least one 
college student this year as USFWS-funded Fellow to 
conduct research on small mammals in prairie dog 
communities. The summer project is timed to 
coincide with the NSF-funded Research Experience 
for Undergraduates (REU), for the benefit of all.  

As noted elsewhere, “Celebrate Sevilleta” was a most 
enjoyable day, with an exceptional turn-out by the 
extended families of the Drawn to Sevilleta student 
artists. We were reminded that we need a Spanish-
speaking volunteer at the front desk, especially when 
the refuge has special events. As you may know, 
Spanish is spoken at home in over 45% of New 
Mexico households. If you speak Spanish and are 
interested in volunteering at the Visitor Center, 
please contact Jeannine Kimble at (505) 864 4021.  

It has been a challenging year, but thanks to hard 
work and dedicated people, we have come through.  

Look forward to seeing you at the annual meeting of 
the Amigos de la Sevilleta,  

Kathy Granillo 

Refuge Manager 

Photo: Jeannine Kimble 




