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Think Water — Act Now!

Secure NM's Equitable Water Future
The 2023 Water;Resilience,‘Plbnﬁigggﬂ;f_'

setting the guidance to move forward effecti"v,el'\'i’:‘ '
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) v Why is the Act needed?

ﬁ1e emsﬂng 1 87 water planmng statute o
v does not address current and future wétbr shortages
* Taxpayers are spending millions on water"ﬂtlgatlon
Surface and groundwaters are already over approprlated;
- several aquifers are being rapidly depleted;
- surface water supply is projected to fall'25% in-50-years
 Climate change-driven drought threatens all economic sectors
* Scarcity without planning causes inequities and insecurity

What is the Act?

- * Implements State Engineer’s Task Force’s recommendatlons s
= Requires state support of regional water planning entltles, SERR
commitment to |mplement approved/prlorltlzed plans
e Prowdes for increased agency: capaaty for modermzmg .
- data systems and water management. .. oo T R 1‘.‘"-""{.; ‘:}*-'f\.if

. Requlres phased plans and budgets to |mplement the Act 3
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What Does the Water Resilience Planning Act Po?

i
It provides a robust ongoing, multi-level process:¢ }
that allows water resilience planning entities:

to create an orderly, well-founded prioritization for capital outlay projects
to create water resilience plans that have actual implementation and |mpact ,
to coordinate and optimize local, regional, and state reactions . . .. 7

" ?
s -y a4

to climate-driven water shortages 7
. toensure decisions are based on sound science and hydrologlc reality

It requires state,agenciesito develop phased plans ofiaction
gfor eval atlor‘and fundlng by the °24, ‘25 and ‘26 legislatures:

to create amorderly improvement to‘New Mexico’s water governance processes
“ to update thesplanning and management roles ‘ ~‘_

of the interstate stream commission and the ofﬁCe of the state englneer
to establish operational and funding plans for taking the needed actions

The effective water resilience planning regime’s key characteristics include:

e Water plans must have impact;
approval of plans is a commitment to support implementation

e Planning must be data and science based,

driven by hydrologic reality as affected by cllmate
Hydrologic data and modeling are provided or supported by the state
Planned projects must be evaluated and prioritized for capital-outlay
Planning regions are state-established based on common sources.of water .
Ongoing,.balanced, state- supported regional=level planning entities-are created
Mechanisms exist for self-organized communlty Ievel entltles \

/. to be accomplish water resilience plannlng GO R A
o Planmng is conducted at the fevel approprlate 10 the problem belng addresSed
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The required set of phased plans of actlon s are dlrected toward

Improvmg agency capa0|ty in stafflng and hlrlng competltlveness “' NORRN
‘e Implementing the water resilience planning regime. L R
.+ at state, region, and communlty Ievels | SIS
a7y Implementing the Active Water Resource Management regulatlons RN SR
o T Enhancing the coordlnatlon between agencnes B AR
. for:accomplishing related functlons BRI RR R

il 'Developlng metrlcs for evaluating outcomes o\n mfrastructure pro;ects R
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